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The Balkan Studies Foundation, formerly known as the Fettah Efendi Education and Thought Association, has experienced a reorga-
nization to support its expanding activities and the inclusion of the entire Balkan region. This transformation occurred in September
2022 and marked a new phase for the foundation in its pursuit of educational and research initiatives.

The foundation is structured around four key research centers and the publishing house, each specializing in different areas of study.

The Center for Political, Economic, and Social Research aims to raise awareness and analyze the phenomena that affect society in
North Macedonia, as well as the Balkan society in general, through the organization of courses, conferences, seminars, congresses,
symposiums, and publications. The center publishes the Journal of Balkan Studies, which adheres to international evaluation stan-
dards. In line with these activities, the center has organized the Balkan Studies Congress. Three congresses have taken place, one
in Skopje, one in Tirana, and another in Istanbul. The center also plans to expand its cooperation with national and international
institutions to facilitate the exchange of ideas and policies over concrete projects.

The Skopje Academy serves as a hub for academic activities and intellectual exchange and provides a platform for researchers and
students to engage in interdisciplinary discussions, conferences, and seminars. The Skopje Academy views training distinguished
people who have internalized what is good, true, and beautiful as the solution to the deep crises the Balkans has experienced for two
centuries. The academy aims to develop a perspective on the world, the Balkans, cities, societies, and people through the programs
it has developed by prioritizing the actions of people shaped by knowledge, morality, values, and competence along this axis. It aims
to reach these goals by listening, reading, and writing from an interdisciplinary perspective focused on the social sciences.



The Abdulfettah Rauf Research Center is another integral part of the Foundation. Named after the association’s initial formation,
this center carries out studies on the personality, life, and works of Abdulfettah Rauf, an important poet and thinker from Skopje. By
exploring the rich heritage of the Balkans, the center seeks to preserve and promote the region's cultural diversity.

Lastly and in affiliation with the foundation, IDEFE Publications plays a crucial role in disseminating knowledge and research
findings. Through its publishing activities, IDEFE Publications ensures that the valuable research conducted by the foundation and
its partners reaches a wider audience. Through its research centers, training centers, and publishing houses, the Balkan Studies
Foundation is committed to promoting academic excellence, fostering interdisciplinary research, and advancing our understanding
of the Balkan region. By engaging in a wide range of activities, the foundation aims to contribute to the social, cultural, and economic
development of the Balkans and toward strengthening the bonds between its diverse communities.



About the “Ottomans and Balkans: Sciences and Centers, 1500-1800”
Project

This research project aims to establish an international platform to evaluate the intellectual works of the Balkans—also referred to as
Ottoman Europe—through an interdisciplinary lens. The primary goal is to uncover the sciences and intellectual hubs in the Balkans
between 1500 and 1800. This project also seeks to integrate this heritage into modern contexts.

By analyzing historical intellectual hubs, connecting them with contemporary cultural dynamics, and developing a forward-looking
roadmap, this initiative promises to contribute significantly to both academic scholarship and cultural integration efforts.

About the Workshop

The International Akhisari Workshop: Politics and Ethics in Ottoman Europe (1500-1800) is the second workshop organized within
the scope of the research project titled “Ottomans and Balkans: Sciences and Centers, 1500-1800". The workshop centers on Hasan
Kafi Akhisarf (d. 1024/1615), a prominent representative of the intellectual and bureaucratic traditions that shaped the early modern
Ottoman Balkans, best known for his work Usil al-hikam. His name has been adopted as the overarching theme of the event.

The workshop aims to explore the interaction between political structures and moral norms in the European provinces of the
Ottoman Empire during the early modern period, adopting an interdisciplinary approach. Focusing on texts and translations pro-
duced between the early 16th and late 18th centuries, the discussions will address how administrative frameworks, bureaucratic
practices, local governance models, international law, and diplomatic relations were shaped by and justified through moral and
normative discourses.
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Osmanh Avrupa'sinda Sehirli Kiiltiiri ve Siyasal Katilim:
Tiran Ornegi (17-19 yizyillar)

Urban Culture and Political Participation in Ottoman Europe:
The Case of Tirana (17th-19th Centuries)

Behar Keceli

Minber Research Center, behari81@yahoo.com

Ozet: Bu calismada, Osmanli Avrupasindaki sehirlerinde kentsel kiiltiir(i ve siyasal katiim arasindaki etkilesimi, ozellikle 17. yizyildan
19. yiizyila kadar Osmanli doneminde Tiran'a odaklanarak analiz edilmektedir. 17. yzyilin baslarinda Bargini (Bargjini) ailesi tarafindan
bir sehir olarak kurulan Tiran, yerel ve merkezi Osmanli otoritesiyle kent yapilarinin, dini kurumlarin, ekonomik ve sosyal yapilarin nasil
iliskilendigini anlamak acisindan anlamli bir model sunmaktadir. Osmanli siyasi yapi ve kltir(, iginde bulundugu toplumsal adet ve
geleneklere asir duyarli idi ve ayrica fethettigi toplumlarin maddi ve kulttrel zenginliklerinden de etkileniyordu. (Yunus Ugur 2015) Bu
baglamda Arnavutlar, kiltlrel olarak sadece Osmanli medeniyetinden etkilenmekle kalmamis, ayni zamanda ona ¢ok sey katmislardir.

Calisma, osmanli doneminde Tiran elitlerin, dzelikle buyiik aileler, kadilar, muftuler, imamlar, miderisler, sipahiler, ayanlar, esnaf
loncalari, medrese ve vakiflar, roline ele almakta ve bu gruplarin Osmanli idaresi ve sehir halki arasinda onemli bir araci konumunda
olduklarini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu sosyal gruplar ve dini kurumlar hem halki temsil etmis hem de Osmanli idaresiyle etkilesim
icinde olmustur. Elitler, kamu dizeninin korunmasinda, adaletin saglanmasinda ve yerel-merkezi iliskilerin yonetiminde araci
aktorler olarak ne cikmis, baylece Tiran'daki siyasal katiimin ve sehirli kilturin sekillenmesinde belirleyici olmuslardir. Ayrica,
merkezi ve yerel yonetimlere karsi dilekce ve sikayetler, toplumsal ve askeri gelismelere ve gayri resmi siyasal katilim bicimleri de
incelenmektedir. Bunun yani sira, ozellikle Tanzimat donemi boyunca merkezi reformlara karsi gelisen yerel direnis ornekleri de
calismanin kapsamindadir.
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Tiran, ticaret ve dini bir merkez olarak, Osmanli Devleti'nin tekil ve mutlak bir varlik gostermedigi, aksine cok sayida yerel aktorle
etkilesim icinde oldugu dinamik bir mekan teskil etmekteydi. Calisma, Osmanlr arsiv belgeleri, yerel kronikler ve calismalari, vakif
kayitlarr ile Avrupali ve Osmanli seyyahlarin tasvirlerine dayanmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Osmanli Avrupasi, Osmanli sehri, Tiran, sehir kltarQ, siyasal katilim

Abstract: This study analyzes the interaction between urban culture and political participation in the cities of Ottoman Europe, with
a particular focus on Tirana during the Ottoman period from the 17th to the 19th century. Founded as a city in the early 17th century
by the Bargini (Bargjini) family, Tirana offers a meaningful model for understanding how urban structures, religious institutions, and
socio-economic configurations were linked to both local and central Ottoman authority. The Ottoman political structure and culture
were highly responsive to prevailing social customs and traditions, and they were also influenced by the material and cultural wealth
of the sacieties they conquered (Yunus Ugur, 2015). In this context, Albanians were not only culturally influenced by the Ottoman
civilization but also made substantial contributions to it.

The study examines the role of elites in Tirana during the Ottoman era—particularly prominent families, judges (kadis), muftis,
imams, professors (muderris), cavalrymen (sipahis), notables (ayans), guilds, madrasas, and wagfs—and demonstrates that these
groups acted as crucial intermediaries between Ottoman administration and the urban population. These social groups and religious
institutions represented the people while also engaging with the Ottoman authority. The elites emerged as key actors in maintaining
public order, ensuring justice, and managing local-central relations, thereby shaping political participation and urban culture in
Tirana.

In addition, the study addresses forms of informal political participation, petitions and complaints directed at central and local
authorities, as well as social and military developments. Particular attention is given to local resistance movements that arose in
response to central reforms during the Tanzimat period.

Tirana, as both a commercial and religious center, constituted a dynamic space where the Ottoman state did not manifest as a sin-
gular and absolute authority but rather operated through interaction with numerous local actors. The research is based on Ottoman
archival documents, local chronicles and studies, wagf records, and accounts by both Ottoman and European travelers.

Keywords: Ottoman Eurape, Ottoman city, Tirana, urban culture, political participation
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Vezirlige Dair Bir Abbasi Metninin Osmanliya Intikali:
Bosnali Hiiseyin Hiisni'nin Zinetii's-saddre fi tercemeti
Addbi’l-vizare Baslikli Terciimesi

The Transmission of an Abbasid Text on the Vizierate to the Utto_mans: Bosnian
Huseyin Hisni's Translation Entitled Zinat al-Sadara fi Tarjamat Adab al-Wizara

Elif Keles
Research Assistant, Kafkas University, Faculty of Theology, elfkls95@gmail.com

Ozet: Balkan kokenli hir Osmanli limi olan Hiseyin el-Bosnevi, Abbasiler déneminde yasamis Safii fakihi Maverdinin vezirlik kuru-
muna dair kaleme aldig1 Kavanini'l-vizare isimli eseri Zinet('s-sadére fi tercemeti Adabi'l-vizare ismiyle Osmanli Tarkgesine terciime
etmistir. MUtercim, tercime strecinde kaynak metne miimk{in oldugunca sadik kalmaya 6nem verse de metni donemi agisindan
daha anlasilir kilma ve Osmanli diinyasina uyarlama hususunda dikkat cekici bir caba gostermistir. Kelimelerin Osmanl Turkcesine
aktarimi sirasinda gortilen kavramsal dizeydeki degisiklikler ile terctimeye yapilan eklemeler mitercimin metni, donemin Osmanli
sivaset terminolojisine uyarlama, yani “Osmanlilastirma” yontindeki bilinli tercihlerinin yansimasi olarak gorilmastur. Bu tebligde
Bosnevinin kaynak eseri hangi saiklerle ve ne tirden midahalelerle Osmanl Tiirkcesine aktardigi tespit edilecek ve Islam siyaset
dustncesinin Osmanli donemindeki devamlilik ve dondstim dinamiklerine dair bazi tespitlerde bulunulacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Maverdi, Kavanin('l-vizare, Hiiseyin Hisni el-Bosnevi, Zinetibs-sadére fi tercemeti Adabil-vizére siyaset, Osmanli
ceviri faaliyetleri
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Abstract: Hiseyin al-Bosnevi, an Ottoman scholar of Balkan origin, translated Kavaninii'l-vizara, a work written by the Shafi'i jurist
al-Mawardr during the Abbasid period on the institution of vizierate, into Ottoman Turkish under the title Zinet('s-sadare fi tercemeti
Adabi'l-vizare. Although the translator sought ta remain as faithful as possible to the ariginal text, he also displayed a remarkable
effort to render it comprehensible within his own historical context and to adapt it to the Ottoman intellectual milieu. The conceptual
and terminological shifts that occurred in the process of translation, together with certain additions and omissions, reveal his
conscious attempt to adapt the text to the political and cultural language of the Ottoman world. This effort can be described
as "Ottomanization. This study examines the translator's motives and methods in rendering the work into Ottoman Turkish and
discusses what this translation reveals about the continuity and transformation of Islamic political thought in the Ottoman period.

Keywords: al-Mawardi, Kavanin al-Wizara; Husayn al-Husni al-Bosnawi; Zinat al-Sadara fi Tarjamat Adab al-Wizara; political thought,
Ottoman translation activities



Osmanli Biirokratinin Goziinden Siyasetin Ahlakiligi: Mehmed
Bosnevi'nin Eserleri Baglaminda Bir Degerlendirme

An Ottoman Bureaucrat's Perspective on the Morality of Politics: An Evaluation
within the Context of Mehmed Bosnevi's Works

Assist. Prof. Dr. Elmin Aliyev

[stanbul Medeniyet University, Institute for the History of Science, elminaliyev@gmail.com

Ozet: XVII. yizyil Osmanli entelektiiel cevrelerinde 8nemli bir yeri olan ve daha ziyade Nergisi mahlasiyla anilan Mehmed b. Ahmed
el-Bosnevi (0. 1044/1635), sanath nesir Gsl{ibunun en onemli isimleri arasinda gosterilmektedir. Hat ve sanatina vukufiyetiyle bilinen
dustndr cesitli donemlerde aldigr minsi ve kadi mansiplari hasebiyle ayni zamanda bir Osmanli biirokratidir.

Nergist Mehmed Bosnevi'nin siyasi nasihatname baglamindaki gorislerine odaklanan bu bildirinin oncelikli amaci, Balkan cografyasin-
da yetisen bir Osmanli biirokratinin ahlak ve siyaset alanlarinin kesisim noktasinda aldigi tavri tahlil etmektir. Bu baglamda, ilhanl|
donemi burokratlarindan Serefeddin Yezdi'nin (6. 730/1330) Risaletu Ahlaki's-saltanasinin Turkce genisletilmis cevirisi niteligindeki
Kandnu'-Resad ile Eba Hamid Gazzalnin (6. 505/1111) Kimya-yr Saadet’inin kismi cevirisi olan Iksiri saadet (iksiri devlet) adl
eserleri mercek altina alinacaktir. Her ikisi de Farscadan cevrilen bu eserlerden ozellikle ilkinde Nergisinin kendi tecriibelerine ve
Osmanli tarihinde gecen bazi olaylara yer vermesi konumuz agisindan oldukca manidardir. Sosyo-politik acidan faydali bir devlet
mekanizmast ile hikmet, itidal, comertlik gibi ahlaki erdemler arasindaki iliskiye odaklanan eserde, ilgili konular cesitli hikayeler tze-
rinden drneklendirilmektedir. Kimya-yi Saadet'in ikinci riiknin{in dordinc(i aslindan bazi tasarruflarla tiiretilen iksir-i devlet ise bir
bakima sosyal yapiyi olusturan zimrelerin karsiliklr hak ve sorumluluklarina isik tutmaktadir. Bu eserlerin yani sira bildiride, Nergisi
Mehmed Bosnevinin yasadigi donemin sosyal ve siyasal yapisini aydinlatan bazr ipuglarini haiz Esalib('l-mekatib adl mektuplarinda,
bir kadi olarak bulundugu Banalukada Murtaza Pasa'ya ithafen kaleme kaleme aldigr el-Vasfi'l-kamil fi ahvali'l-veziri'l-adil baslikli
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gazavatnamesinde ve Sadi Sirdzinin Gllistan (6. 691/1292) ile Abdurrahman Caminin Bahéristan'na (6. 898/1492) nazire olarak
yazdig Nihdlistanindaki gorUsleri de dikkate alinacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Nergisi Mehmed Bosnevi, nasihatname, siyasetname, Kan(inu'r-Resad, Iksir-i devlet

Abstract: Mehmed b. Ahmed al-Bosnevi (d. 1044/1635), better known by his pen name Nergisi, holds a significant place in sev-
enteenth-century Ottoman intellectual circles and is regarded as one of the foremost representatives of the insha (ornate prose)
tradition. Renowned for his mastery of calligraphy and literary arts, this thinker also served as an Ottoman bureaucrat, having held
positions such as munshi and gadi (judge) at various points in his career.

This paper focuses on Nergisi Mehmed Bosnevi's perspectives within the context of political nasihatnama (advice literature), aiming
primarily to analyze the position he adopts at the intersection of ethics and politics as a bureaucrat shaped within the socio-political
milieu of the Balkan provinces. In this framewaork, two of his key warks will be examined: Qantn al-Reshad, an expanded Turkish
translation of the Risalat al-Akhlag al-Saltana by Ilkhanid-era bureaucrat Sharaf al-Din Yazdi (d. 730/1330), and Iksir-i Sa“adet (also
known as Iksir-i Devlet), a partial adaptation of Aba Hamid al-Ghazali's (d. 505/1111) Kimiya-yi Sa“adat. The former is particularly
noteworthy for incorporating Nergisi's own experiences and references to specific events in Ottoman history, which are especially
meaningful in the context of this study. Qantn al-Reshad centers on the relationship between a socially beneficial state apparatus
and moral virtues such as wisdom, moderation, and generosity, illustrating these themes through various anecdotal narratives.
Meanwhile, lksir-i Devlet, derived with selective adaptations from the fourth principle of the second pillar (rukn) of Kimiya-yi Sa‘a-
dat, sheds light on the reciprocal rights and responsibilities of the various social strata that constitute the broader societal structure.

In addition to these works, the paper also considers Nergisi Mehmed Bosnevi's perspectives as reflected in other texts that offer
valuable insights into the social and political structures of his time. These include his Asalib al-Makatib (letters), his ghazavatnama
titled al-Wasf al-Kamil fi Ahwal al-Wazir al-*Adil, written during his tenure as gadi in Banaluka and dedicated to Murtaza Pasha,
as well as his Nihalistan, a work modeled after Sa“dr Shirazi's Gulistan (d. 691/1292) and “Abd al-Rahman Jami's Baharistan (d.
898/1492).

Keywords: Nergisi Mehmed Bosnevi, nasihatnama, siyasatnama, Qantn al-Reshad, Iksir-i Devlet
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Muinii'l-Miifti'nin Fetvalari Ozelinden Uskiibi’nin Cihad ve Siyaset
Diistinceleri

Uskuibi's Thoughts on Jihad and Politics in the Context of Muinu'l al-Muftr's Fatwas

Mahmud Emini

PhD Student, Marmara University, mahmudemini93@gmail.com

Ozet: 16 yy. yasamis 6nemli Osmanli miiftilerinden biri olan Pir Muhammed b. Abdullah el-Uskiibi, oglu Ahmed Efendi tarafindan
derlenen ve doneminin 6nde gelen fetva mecmualarindan sayilan Muind'I-Mfti (Fetéva-yr Uskabi) adli eseriyle taninmaktadir. Mu-
kaddimesi bulunmayan bu eser, “Kitab('t-Tahret” bolimyle baslayip “Kitahu'-Hitan” ile sona ermektedir. Kadilar tarafindan siklikla
basvurulan Muind'-Mfti, donemin hukuki anlayisint yansitmasi acisindan biyik 6nem tasimaktadir.

Uskubi, fetvalarinda genellikle kendi fikhi yaklasimini ortaya koymakta, cogu zaman kisa cevaplarla yetinse de bazi meselelerde
ayrintil agiklamalara yer vermektedir. Bazi fetvalarda tek bir gortst benimserken, intilafli gortslere de yer verdigi gortlmektedir.
Eser, tamamen Arapca kaynaklardan yapilan nakillerle kaleme alinmistir. Usk{ibnin bir diger eseri olan Zahirii -Kudat ise vergi, arazi
ve vakif hukuku gibi konulara odaklanmaktadir.

Bu calismada, Uskabinin Muinii-Miifti adli eserindeki fetvalar dzelinde cihad (siver) ve siyaset konularina dair distinceleri incele-
necek ve bu baglamda Osmanlinin yikselme donemine ait hukuki-siyasi zihniyet analiz edilecektir. Uskiibinin fetvalari, yasadi
doneme kadar uzanan islam hukuk tarihi agisindan nemli bir kaynak teskil etmekte; dzellikle islam siyaset diisiincesine katki
saglayacak nitelikte degerlendirmeler icermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Uskiibi, Muin{’-Mifti - Fetava-yi Uskubi, islam Hukuku, Cihad, Siyaset
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Abstract: Pir Muhammad b. Abdullah al-Uskubi, one of the prominent Ottoman muftis of the 16th century, is known for his renow-
ned fatwa collection Muinu'-Mufti (Fatavé-yr Uskabi), which was compiled by his son, Ahmed Efendi. Although the work lacks a
formal introduction, it begins with the “Kitab al-Tahdrah” (Book of Purification) and concludes with the “Kitab al-Khitan” (Book of
Circumcision). Recognized as one of the most widely used fatwa collections of its time, Muinu-Mufti was frequently consulted by
judges and reflects the legal thought of its era.

Uskubi generally articulates his own legal perspective in his fatwas. While he often provides concise answers, in certain cases he
offers more elaborate explanations. Although he predominantly adheres to a single legal opinion, he also includes divergent views
in some fatwas. The entire work is composed of excerpts and citations written in Arabic. Another work of Uskubi, Zahiru'-Quddt,
focuses on topics such as taxation, land, and wagf (endowments).

This study analyzes Uskubi's views on jihad (siyar), and siyasa (governance) through selected fatwas in Muinu'-Mufti. In doing so,
it aims to provide insight into the legal-political mindset of the Ottoman Empire during its rise. Uskubi's fatwas are significant in
shedding light on the history of Islamic law up to his time and are believed to contribute meaningfully to the understanding of
Islamic political thought.

Keywords: Uskubi, Muinu'-Mufti - Fatava-yi Uskibi, Islamic Law, Jihad, Politics
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Osmanli Avrupasi’'nda Uluslararasi Hukukun Temellendirilmesi:
Sofyali Seyh Bali ve Nireddinzade'nin Risaleleri

The Foundations of International Law in Ottoman Europe: The Treatises of
Sofyali Sheikh Bali and Nireddinzade

Mehmet Coban

Research Assistant, Bitlis Eren University, Faculty of Theology, mcoban@beu.edu.tr

Ozet: Bu calisma 16. yiizyilda yasamis, Halvetiyye tarikatina mensup, dénemin sultanlarinin (Kandini ve I1. Selim) takdir ve iltifa-
tini kazanmis, zaman zaman seferlere katilarak orduya manevi destek veren, zahir ve batin ilimlerinde derin ilmi miktesebata
sahip Balkan kokenli iki alim olan Sofyali Seyh Bali (6. 960/1553) ve Nireddinzade (6. 981/1574) tarafindan kaleme alinan iki
cihad risalesini konu edinmektedir. iki alim de tahsillerini tamamladiktan sonra tasavvuf faalivetleri yaninda donemin dini-siyasi
ve toplumsal sorunlarina deginmekten geri durmamis, basta sultanlar olmak tizere yonetici sinifla yakin iliskiler kurmayi ziihd ve
zahidlik prensibi acisindan sakincali gormemislerdir. Bu iliskilerin esas hedefinin, iktidar sahiplerini dini ilkeleri samimiyetle tat-
bik etmeye tesvik ederek adaletin tesising, zulmin dnlenmesine katki saglamak ve toplumun huzurunu gozetmek oldugunu be-
lirtmislerdir. Sofyali Seyh Bali tarafindan yazilan Risdlett gaza Ii'l-mdcdhidin, yirmi altr varak hacminde, dokuz boliimden olusan,
kaynak eseri tespit edilemeyen bir terciime calismadir. Eser, gazilere ve Allah yolunda cihad edenlere cihadin farzini, stinnetini,
adabiny, faziletini, niyetini, savas tekniklerini, savas alet ve edevatinin kullanimini, ordu komutani ve askerlerin sorumluluklari
ile sehid olmanin faziletini konu edinmektedir. Cihadi, fikih metinlerine uygun olarak, Allah ve Resultine disman olanlari kahr
ve zecr etmek ve iman ehline muhalif olan kiffarla muharebe ve mukatele etmek seklinde tanimlamaktadir. Nareddinzade'ye
ait Fezdilti'l-cihad eseri ise yirmi dort varak hacminde, otuz bes bolimden miitesekkil, genel olarak ayet ve hadislerden olusan
derleme bir calismadir. Eser, cihadin, ribatin, ok atmanin, sehid olmanin faziletini, savasa hazirlik icin yapilmasi gerekenleri, ordu

22



komutani ve mUcahidlerin hak ve sorumluluklarini, dismana karsi sebat gostermenin ve savastan kagmanin ginah olmasini,
savasin vakti ve adabini, savas binek ve araclarinin kullanimi ve sefer esnasindan okunacak dua ve zikirleri konu edinmektedir.
Risale, alandaki benzer metinlerle paralel bicimde cihad ile temel maksadin Allah rizasin kazanmak ve Allah'in kelimesini yticelt-
mek oldugunu belirtmektedir. Bu calisma, soz konusu iki risalenin yazarlarinin ilmi ve fikri arka planina kisaca temas ettikten
sonra metinlerin genel ozelliklerini tanitmayu, iceriklerini analiz etmeyi ve cihad literatariindeki konumlarini degerlendirmeyi
hedeflemektedir. Ayrica simdiye kadar herhangi bir akademik incelemeye konu edilmemis mezkar iki risaleyi glin yizine ¢ikar-
arak ilmi literattire ve dolasima kazandirmak da calismanin temel amaglari arasindadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Osmanli, islam Hukuku, Cihad, Sofyali Seyh Bali, Nureddinzade

Abstract: This study focuses on two treatises concerning jihad, authored by two prominent 16th-century scholars of Balkan
origin, Sofyali Sheikh Bali (d. 960/1553) and Nireddinzade (d. 981/1574). Both figures were affiliated with the Halveti Sufi order,
earned the recognition and favor of contemporary sultans (Suleiman the Magnificent and Selim I1), and occasionally joined mi-
litary campaigns to offer spiritual support to the army. Possessing extensive knowledge in both exoteric and esoteric sciences,
they represent significant intellectual and religious authorities of their time. After completing their scholarly training, both scho-
lars actively engaged not only in Sufi practices but also in addressing the religious, political, and social issues of their time. They
did not consider close relations with the ruling elite-particularly the sultans-to be incompatible with the principles of asceticism
and spiritual detachment. They stated that the primary purpose of these relationships was to contribute to the establishment of
justice and the prevention of injustice by encouraging rulers to sincerely uphold religious principles, thereby promoting social
harmony and public well-being. Risdlet('l-gaza Ii'l-mucahidin, authored by Sofyali Sheikh Bali, is a translation work consisting
of nine sections across twenty-six folios. The original source text, however, remains unidentified. The treatise addresses various
aspects of armed struggle for the sake of God, including its obligatory and recommended rulings, ethical conduct, merits, and
intentions. It also discusses military techniques, the proper use of weapons and equipment, the responsibilities of commanders
and soldiers, and the virtues of martyrdom. The treatise defines jihad, in accordance with classical legal texts (figh texts), as
the act of subduing and restraining those who are hostile to God and His Messenger, and engaging in battle and combat against
disbelievers who oppose the community of faith. The work Fezaili'l-cihdd by Nureddinzade is a compiled treatise consisting of
thirty-five sections across twenty-four folios, primarily composed of selected verses from the Quran and Prophetic traditions.
The treatise explores a range of themes related to armed struggle, including the virtues of engaging in jihad, guarding the fron-
tiers (ribat), archery, and martyrdom. It also addresses the necessary preparations for warfare, the rights and responsibilities
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of commanders and combatants, the sinfulness of fleeing from the battlefield, the appropriate timing and etiquette of warfare,
the use of mounts and military equipment, as well as supplications and devotional recitations to be performed during military
campaigns. In parallel with other works in the field, the treatise emphasizes that the primary objective of jihad is to attain the
pleasure of God and to exalt His word. This study aims to briefly examine the scholarly and intellectual backgrounds of the
authors of the two treatises in question, to introduce the general features of the texts, to analyze their content, and to assess
their place within the broader jihad literature. Additionally, one of the primary aims of this study is to bring to light these two
treatises-previously unexplored in academic scholarship-and to introduce them into the corpus of scholarly literature.

Keywords: Ottoman, Islamic Law, Jinad, Sofyali Sheikh Bali, Nareddinzade
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Political Advice in Ottoman Sufi Thought:
The Nasihatname of Sofyali Bali Efendi

Mehmet Fatih Tiftik

Research Assistant, Marmara University, Faculty of Theology, mftiftik@gmail.com

Abstract: This study presents a semantic-thematic analysis of a previously unexamined treatise attributed to Sofyali Bali Efendi
(d. 960/1553), catalogued as “Hekimoglu Ali Pasa Collection, 00589-001, 275152." in Stileymaniye Library, thereby illuminating the
role of political advice (nasihat literature) within political authority in the classical period of Ottoman Balkan. A prominent Halveti
sheikh who earned the favor and admiration of Sultan Stleyman the Magnificent, Bali Efendi composed this work in the form of
ten hikdydt (narratives) and ten pend (moral counsels). The hikdydt, although structurally incomplete, seek to draw the Sultan's
attention to critical matters of governance and statesmanship. The pend sections, directly addressed to the ruler, offer practical and
ethical advice, often thematically connected to the preceding stories. A central observation is its close intertextual relationship with
Sadi's Gulistan -especially the opening book on kingship- whose vignettes are adapted, abbreviated, or rearranged in the hikayat.

The study aims to determine the historical context of the treatise -its likely date of composition, intended audience, and political
addressee- by analyzing both textual and contextual indicators. In addition, it provides an overview of Bali Efendi’s life, including his
background as a prominent figure from the Ottoman Balkans, his relationship with political power, and presents a thematic-semantic
reading of the treatise. In doing so, it seeks to illustrate how moral discourse contributed to the framing of Ottoman political thou-
ght. Bali Efendi’s treatise does not significantly depart from the conventional framewaork of nasihat literature and therefore does not
provide a structure that enables a systematic theoretical contribution to political thought. Nevertheless, this study is significant in
that it brings to light a previously unexamined treatise and offers an additional contribution to the literature on political advice and
Ottoman political culture.

Keywords: Sofyali Bali Efendi, Ottoman Political Thought, Nasihat Literature
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Osmanli Ulemasi Arasinda Tekil Bir Ornek: Pir Mehmed Uskiibi'nin
Osmanli Toprak ve Vergi Kanunlarindaki Bazi Diizenlemeleri
Mesrulastirma Yaklasimlari

A Singular Example among the Ottoman ‘Ulama  Pir Mehmed Uskdibi's Efforts
to Legitimize Certain Provisions in Ottoman Land and Tax Legislation

Dr. Mesut Kulan

Hakkari University, Faculty of Theology, mirmesutkulan@gmail.com

Ozet: Osmanlrda Rumeli diyarinda topraklar miri statiiteydi. Miri toprak tearisinde topragin ciplak mlkiyeti devlete ait iken hakk-
kardri berat- padisahi ile sipahilere onlardan da reayaya sadece hakk-1 tasarrufu resm-i tapu karsiliginda verilirdi. Bu topraklar,
sipahilerin yonettigi timar sistemi araciligryla yonetiliyor ve buna bagli olarak reaya vergilendiriliyordu. Fakat ozellikle Miisliman
reaya tasarrufu altindaki topraklar malkiyetleri olarak degerlendirdikleri icin buna gore vergilendirilmeleri gerektigini savunuyordu.
Zira reayanin toprak ve buna gore vergilendirilmesi meselelerinde tabii tutulduklart kanuni hilkamler klasik Islam hukuk doktrininde
ver alan zekat, ostir ve harac konularinda belirtilen duzenlemelerden farkliyd:. Acikcasi reaya tasarrufundaki “miri” topraklari milki-
yetleri olarak degerlendirdikleri icin buna bagli olarak tahakkuk eden vergileri de 6dememe kanusunda ser 7 bir zemin artyordu. Buna
karsin Osmanli ulemasi arz-1 miri olarak tanimladiklari topraklarin miilkiyetinin devlete ait oldugunu belirtiyor, bunun ser’ olarak
temellendirilmesini de haraci arazi teorisinin donemine uyarlanmis 6zel bir tiirt olarak izah ediyordu. Bu husus ozellikle Budin ve
Uskip ilhak edildikten sonra buralar icin hazirlanan sancak kanunlarinin basina donemin ulemasi tarafindan eklenen mukaddimel-
erle de vurgulanmistir. Ancak ulemanin mirf toprak teorisini ser' olarak temellendirmesi, bu teoriye dayanan tim vergileri de ayni
sekilde ser bir mesnedle temellendirdikleri anlamina gelmemektedir. Ekser Osmanli ulemasi, miri toprak teorisinden dogan vergileri
Klasik Islam hukukundaki haraci arazi statistne gore dogan vergilerle kiyasla aciklamaya calisti. Buna gore kanunlarda vaz edilen
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baz! diizenlemeler ser'an temellendirilemiyordu. Pir Mehmed Uskuibi Osmanli ulemasindan farkl olarak klasik Islam hukuku doktri-
ni cercevesinde temellendirmenin zor oldugu boylesi diizenlemeleri de “nizim- memleket” gerekcesiyle mesru yaptinmlar olarak
degerlendiriyordu. Bu calisma, Osmanli toprak ve vergi kanunlarinda vaz edilen ve dzellikle Pir Mehmed UskiibTnin mesrulastirmaya
calistigi yaptirimlari incelemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Pir Mehmed Uskiibi, Balkanlar, miri toprak, vergi, nizam- memleket

Abstract: In the Ottoman Empire, the lands in the region of Rumelia were classified as miri land. According to the miri land theory,
the bare ownership of the land belonged to the state, while the right of disposition (hakk-1 karar) was granted to the sipahis (cavalry
officers) through royal decrees, and from them, to the reaya (the subjects) in exchange for a title deed (resm-i tapu). These lands were
administered through the timar system led by the sipahis, which, in turn, subjected the reaya to taxation. However, particularly the
Muslim reaya contended that they regarded the lands under their control as their own property, thus claiming that their taxation
should reflect this belief. The rules governing their land and taxation were different from the provisions stipulated in classical Islamic
jurisprudence concerning zakat, ushsr, and kharaj. Essentially, the reaya sought a legal basis to avoid paying taxes resulting from
the lands they deemed as their own miri properties. In respanse, the Ottoman scholars asserted that the ownership of the lands
defined as arz-1 miri (state land) belonged to the state and explained this Jurisprudentially as a special adaptation of the theary of
kharaj land. This point was particularly emphasized in the prefaces added by the schalars of the time to the provincial laws prepared
after the annexation of Budin (Buda) and Uskiip (Skopje). However, the scholars' attempt to legitimize the miri land theary on a
Jurisprudential basis does not imply that all taxes based on this theory were equally substantiated with a legal foundation. Most
Ottoman scholars endeavored to explain the taxes arising from the miri land theory in comparison to the taxes originating from
the kharaj land status within classical Islamic law. According to this, some regulations set forth in the laws could not be justified
Jurisprudentially. Unlike his contemporaries, Pir Mehmed Uskiibi considered such regulations, which were difficult to substantiate
within the framework of classical Islamic law, as legitimate sanctions under the justification of “nizdm- memleket” (the order of the
state). This study examines the provisions set forth in the Ottoman land and tax laws, particularly focusing on the sanctions that Pir
Mehmed Uskubi sought to legitimize.

Keywords: Pir Mehmed Uskibi, Balkans, state land, tax, arder of the state
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Bir Siyaset Diisiincesi Eserinin Osmanli Misir'indan istanbul’a Intikali:
Muhammed b. Musa Bosnevi ve Cevahir-i Mudiyye Terciimesi

The Transmission of a Work of Political Thought from Ottoman Egypt to Istanbul:
Muhammad b. Musa al-Bosnawi and the Translation of Jawahir al-Mudiyya

Dr. Miiddessir Demir

Bilecik Seyh Edebali University, Faculty of Islamic Sciences, muddessir.demir@gmail.com

Ozet: Bu calisma, 17 yizyil Osmanli alimlerinden Allamek Muhammed b. Masa el-Bosnevinin (6. 1046/1637), Osmanli Misir'nda
yasamis olan Zeyn(ddin Muhammed Abdurradf el-Minavinin (6. 1031/1622) siyaset dustincesi alanindaki el-Cevahiri'l-mudiyye
fi beyani'l-adabi's-sultaniyye adli eseri Uzerine hazirladigr tercimeyi incelemektedir. Der beyan-i adabU's-sultani ve ahlaku'-hakani
adiyla Sultan IV. Murada ithaf edilen bu terciime, bir siyaset distincesi metninin Osmanli Misir’ndan payitaht istanbul’a intikalini
ve bu strecte gecirdigi doniistimU ortaya koymasi bakimindan 6nem tasimaktadir. Calisma, terciimenin konusu, amacl, hitap kitlesi,
ithafr ve donemin tarihsel-distinsel baglamina iliskin genel bir gerceve sunduktan sonra Bosnevinin terctime strecinde benimsedigi
usul ve gerceklestirdigi tasarruflar kaynak metinle mukayeseli olarak analiz etmektedir. Calismanin merkezi arglimani, Bosnevinin
yalnizca metni aktaran bir mitercim degil, ayni zamanda metni kendi donemi ve hitap ettigi kitlenin ihtiyaclari dogrultusunda
yeniden yorumlayan bir sérih/musannif rolli Gstlendigidir. Bu baglamda terctime, kaynak metne birebir bagli kalan harfi bir ceviri
olmaktan ziyade bilincli midahalelerle sekillendirilmis bir “kismi (miintehap) terciime” niteligindedir. Bosnevinin bu stratejisi metin
lizerinde uyguladigi ayiklama/eksiltme, ihtisar, gelistirme, yerlilestirme ve tashih etme gibi cok yonli tasarruflarda belirginlesme-
ktedir. MUtercim, kaynak metnin ana yapisina genel hatlariyla sadik kalsa da bazi bolimleri kasitl olarak terciime dist birakmistir.
Bunun en carpici ornegi, hilafetin mesruiyet zeminini tartisan ve bu bakimdan Osmanli saltanatinin mesruiyet yapisi agisindan

“netameli” sayilan imamet bahislerinin (imamet sartlari, Kureysilik, tayin usulleri vb.) metinden bitin(yle ayiklanmasidir. Diger
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taraftan Bosnevi, metni muhatap kitlenin zihnine ve giindemine yaklastirmak maksadiyla kaynak metinde eksik veya kapali buldugu
noktalari ilavelerle zenginlestirmis, kimi zaman yeni anekdotlar eklemis, bazi ifadeleri daha anlasilir kilmak icin genisletmis ve
aktarim strecinde cogunlukla ihtisar yoluna bagvurmustur. Tercimenin, kavramsal ve distinsel cercevesiyle Osmanli dinyasina
uyarlanarak yerlilestirilmesi, mutercimin stratejik midahalelerinin bir baska boyutunu teskil etmektedir. Bu dogrultuda kaynak
metinde gecen ‘imam” kavrami, sistematik olarak Osmanli sultanini cagristiran “sultan” ve “padisah” ifadeleriyle karsilanmistir. Ayri-
ca, kaynak metindeki Safii-Esari vurgular titizlikle ayiklanmis, bunun yerine daha kapsayict ve Osmanli baglamiyla daha uyumlu
olan “Ehl- stinnet” kimligi one cikarilmistir. Sonug olarak Bosnevi'nin terciimesi, bir metnin imparatorlugun bir merkezinden digerine
yolculugunda nasil yeniden sekillendigini, siyasi kaygilarin ve metnin sunuldugu yeni ortam/baglamin aktarim streclerini ne ¢lctide
belirledigini gosteren somut bir ornek sunmaktadir. Terciime bu yondyle siyaset diisiincesi alanindaki metinlerin nasil alimlandigini,
donemin ihtiyaclari dogrultusunda nasil donGstar(ldiging anlamak icin de 6zglin yonler barindirmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: el-Cevahir(i'I-mudiyye, Muhammed b. Mis& el-Bosnevi, Sultan, Redya, Ahkam-1 Sultaniyye, Siyasi Nasihatname

Abstract: This study examines the translation prepared by one of the 17th-century Ottoman scholars, Allamek Muhammad b. Misa
al-Bosnawi (d. 1046/1637), of al-Jawahir al-mudiyya fi bayan al-adab al-sultaniyya, a work on political thought by Zayn al-Din Mu-
hammad ‘Abd al-Ra’Uf al-Munawi (d. 1031/1622), who lived in Ottoman Egypt. Entitled Dar bayan-i adab al-sultani wa akhlag
al-hagani and dedicated to Sultan Murad 1V, this translation is significant as it reveals the transmission of a political thought text
from Ottoman Egypt to the imperial capital, Istanbul, and the transformation it underwent in that process. After providing a general
framework regarding the subject, purpose, audience, dedication, and the historical-intellectual context of the translation, the study
analyzes comparatively the method and interventions adopted by Bosnawi during the translation process. The central argument
of the study is that Bosnawi was not merely a translator transmitting the text, but also a commentator/author (sharib/musannif)
who reinterpreted it in accordance with the needs of his own time and intended audience. In this regard, the translation is not a
literal rendering that adheres strictly to the source text, but rather a “partial translation” shaped through deliberate interventi-
ons. Bosnawi's strategy manifests itself in his multifaceted interventions in the text, such as omission, abridgment, elaboration,
localization, and correction. Although he generally remained faithful to the main structure of the source text, he deliberately left
certain sections untranslated. The most striking example of this is the complete omission of the discussions on the legitimacy of
the caliphate-topics such as the conditions of the imamate, Qurashi lineage, and methods of appointment-which were considered
“delicate” within the framework of Ottoman dynastic legitimacy. Conversely, to make the text more accessible and relevant to the
Ottoman audience, Bosnawi enriched it with additions where he found the source text lacking or obscure; at times, he inserted
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new anecdotes, expanded certain expressions for clarity, and frequently resorted to abridgment in the transmission process. The
adaptation and localization of the conceptual and intellectual framework of the translation to fit the Ottoman context constitutes
another dimension of his strategic interventions. In this vein, the term imam in the source text is systematically rendered as sultdn
or padishah, evoking the Ottoman ruler. Moreover, the Shafi‘--Ash “ari emphasis of the original text is carefully omitted, replaced
instead by a more inclusive and contextually appropriate Ahl al-Sunna identity. In conclusion, Bosnawi's translation provides a
concrete example of how a text is reshaped during its journey from one center of the empire to another, and the extent to which
political concerns and the new environment/context in which the text is presented determine the processes of transmission. In this
respect, the translation also possesses original aspects for understanding how texts in the field of political thought were received
and transformed in accordance with the needs of the period.

Keywords: al-Jawahir al-Mudiyya, Muhammad b. Misa al-Bosnawi, Sultan, Re“aya, Ahkam al-Sultaniyya, Political Advice Literature
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Serhaddan Payitahta Bir Osmanli Aliminin Siyasete Yon
Verme Cabast: Manastirl Terzizade Mahmud'un Fezdillii’l-
Cihad Adl Eseri

From the Borderlands to the Seat of Power: An Ottoman Scholar’s Endeavor to
Shape Politics: Manastirli Terzizade Mahmud's Work Titled Feza'ili'l-Jihad

Muhammed Enes Bulus

Research Assistant, Marmara University Institute of Social Sciences, muhammedenesbulus@gmail.com

Ozet: 1500-1800 yillari arasinda Osmanlnin Balkanlardaki varligi askeri, idari ve mimari alanlarin yani sira ilmi ve ahlaki distin-
ce Uretimiyle de sekillenmistir. Bu donemde kaleme alinan cihad konulu eserler, devletin dini mesruiyetini pekistirirken ulema-
nin siyasetle kurdugu dustinsel iliskiyi de yansitmaktadir. Manastirli Kadi Terzizade Mahmud b. Ahmed'in (6. 1026/1617) Fezdi-
[i'l-Cihad adli eseri, bu cercevede Osmanli siyaset dustncesini ve Balkan entelektlel gelenegini anlamaya katki sunabilecek
nitelikte bir ornek teskil etmektedir. Terzizade cihadi askerf, siyasi, hukuki, ictimai ve ahlaki boyutlari olan kapsamli bir yapi
olarak ele alir. Adil bir siyasi yapilanma, saygin bir ilmi otorite, saglam bir hukuki cerceve ve derin bir maneviyat anlayisi cihadin
mesru ve etkin bir sekilde icrasi icin zorunlu sartlardir. Fezdili'-Cihad, bu yontyle devlet adamina yonetim ilkelerini hatirlatan,
alime toplumsal sorumlulugunu gosteren, mimini ise manevi ve hukuki olarak cihada hazirlayan cok katmanli bir rehber niteligi
tasimaktadir. Kur'an ayetleri ve hadisleri merkeze alarak fikih, tefsir, siyer ve tasavvuf literatiirinden genis bicimde yararlanan
muellifin eseri Hz. Peygamberin ornekliginde tarihi verilerle ayrica hikayeler ve siirlerle zenginlestirmesi metne ilmi derinlik
saglarken manevi bir hava da olusturmaktadir. Bu cok yonli kaynak kullanimi, eserin Osmanli cihad literatirindeki 6zgiin
konumunu guclendirmektedir. Bu calisma, hentiz mistakil bir akademik incelemeye konu olmamis olan bu eseri merkeze alarak,
var olan kisitl veriden hareketle miellifin entelektlel portresini cizmeye calismakta, eserin niisha tespiti, adlandirma ve aidiyet
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meselelerini ele almakta, yazilis seriiveni, hitap ettigi kitle, dayandigi kaynaklari ve eserin muhtevasinin analizini sunmaktadir.
Boylece eserin Osmanli Avrupasinin distince tarihindeki yerini ve onemini tespit etmeyi hedeflerken (zerinde yasadigimiz
topraklarda yuzyillarca tahakkuk eden Osmanli siyaset tecriibesinin cihad konusundaki fikri temellerini -bu eser ¢zelinde- ince-
lemeye yonelik tesebbus niteligi tasimaktadir. Bu arastirmaya konu olan eser, modern donemde siklikla indirgemeci bir sekilde
anlasilan cihad kavraminin, geleneksel islam dstincesinde ne denli kapsamli, kurumsal ve ahlaki sinirlarla cevrili bir kurum
oldugunu gostermesi acisindan son derece degerlidir. Yine bu eser, Balkanlarda devletin siyasetine yon vermeyi hedefleyen
fikirler de Gretildiginin kanttidir. Yazili fikirlerin, maddi kaltdr unsurlarr kadar kalicr bir miras biraktigini hatirlatan bu arastirma,
Osmanli Avrupasrnin entelektuel tarihine mitevazi bir katki sunma amaci tasimaktadir,

Anahtar Kelimeler: Manastirli Terzizade, cihad, Osmanli siyaset diistincesi

Abstract: The Ottoman presence in the Balkans between 1500 and 1800 was shaped not only by military, administrative, and
architectural developments but also by the production of scholarly and ethical thought. Works on jihad written during this
period reflect the intellectual relationship that the religious scholars (ulema) established with politics, while also reinforcing
the religious legitimacy of the state. In this context, the work titled Feza'ilii'l-Jihad by the scholar and judge from Manastir
(Bitola), Terzizade Mahmud b. Ahmed (d. 1026/1617), constitutes an example that can contribute to understanding Ottoman
political thought and the Balkan intellectual tradition. Terzizade treats jihad as a comprehensive structure with military, politi-
cal, legal, social, and ethical dimensions. A just political organization, a respected scholarly authority, a solid legal framewaork,
and a profound understanding of spirituality are essential conditions for the legitimate and effective execution of jihad. In this
respect, Feza'ili'l-ihad serves as a multi-layered guide: it reminds statesmen of governance principles, shows scholars their
social responsibility, and prepares believers for jihad spiritually and legally. By centering Quranic verses and hadiths and draw-
ing extensively from the literature of jurisprudence (figh), exegesis (tafsir), prophetic biography (sira), and Sufism, the author
enriches the text with historical data based on the example of the Prophet Muhammad, as well as with stories and poetry. This
provides the work with scholarly depth while also creating a spiritual ambiance. This multifaceted use of sources strengthens
the work’s unique position within Ottoman jihad literature. This study, focusing on this work which has not yet been the subject
of anindependent academic examination, attempts to sketch the intellectual portrait of the author based on the existing limited
data. It addresses issues related to the identification of the manuscript copies, naming, and authorship, and presents an analysis
of the work’s composition, its intended audience, its foundational sources, and its content. Thus, while aiming to determine the
place and importance of the work in the intellectual history of Ottoman Europe, this study constitutes an attempt to examine
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- through this specific work - the intellectual foundations of the Ottoman political experience, which materialized over centuries
in the lands we inhabit. The work that is the subject of this research is extremely valuable for demonstrating how the concept of
jihad, often understood reductively in the modern period, was in fact a comprehensive institution in traditional Islamic thought,
bounded by institutional and ethical limits. Furthermore, this work is evidence that ideas aimed at influencing state policy were
also produced in the Balkans. By reminding us that written ideas leave a legacy as enduring as material cultural elements, this
research aims to make a modest contribution to the intellectual history of Ottoman Europe.

Keywords: Manastirli Terzizade, jihad, Ottoman political thought
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Bir Osmanh Kadisinin Siyaset Tasavvuru: Manastirli Terzizade'ye gore
Sultanin Mesruiyeti ve Ulemanin Itibari

An Ottoman Judge's Political Thought: Legitimacy of the Sultan and the Prestige
of the ‘Ulama’ According to Terzizade of Manastir

Mustafa Tas

Research Assistant, Sakarya University, Faculty of Law, mustafatas@sakarya.edu.tr

Ozet: Osmanli ulemasinin siyaset diistincesi alanindaki katkilarinin yogunlastigi konulardan birisi sultanin mesruiyeti ve hukuki nizami
temsil eden ulema ile iliskisidir. Bu iliskiyi 17. yUzyil baslarinda Balkanlarda yasamis Manastirli Kadi Terzizade Mahmud b. Ahmed'in
(1026/1617) Fezd ilui-cihad adl risalesi (zerinden inceleme konusu edinen bu teblig, erken modern Osmanli siyaset distincesinde
mesruivet, otorite ve hukuk iliskisini analiz etmektedir. Temel olarak islam savas hukukunu konu edinen risalenin ilk kisminda miellif
sultanin faziletlerini ve sorumluluklarini ele almakta, sorumluluklarin yerine getirilmesini mesruiyet ile iliskilendirerek siyasi otoritenin
mesruiyet zeminini ortaya koymaktadir. Sultanin sorumluluklari olarak ise adaletli bir yonetimin sergilenmesi ve islam beldelerinin dahili
ve harici tehditlere karsi korunmasl, yani siyasi-dini bir eylem olan savas vurgusunu n plana cikarmaktadir. Bu acidan kendisinden once
kaleme alinan ayni konudaki risalelerle bir stireklilik arz eden metinde, bu konunun akabinde ulema ele alinmakta ve onlara tazimle
muamele edilmesinin geredi siyasi otorite karsisindaki konumu itibariyla delillendirilmektedir. Bu konumun ise esasinda siyasi otoritenin
mesruiyeti ile dogrudan iliskili oldugu asikérdir. Zira mesruiyeti saglayan adalet ve savas gibi sorumluluklarin ahkami ulema tarafindan
belirlenmekte ve denetlenmektedir. Bu cercevede miellif risalesinde siyasi otorite, dinf otorite ve bu ikisi arasindaki mesruiyet iliskisini
adaletli yonetim sergileme ve savas hukukuna riayet baglaminda kurmaktadir. Risalenin sultan ve ulema ile ilgili bolimlerine odaklanan
bu teblig, kendisini erken modern Osmanlida bir tasra kadisinin gbziinden siyasi otoritenin mesruiyeti, dini otoritenin siyasi otorite ile
olan miinasebeti meselesiyle sinirlamaktadir. Bununla birlikte tebligde islam savas hukukunu konu edinen bir risalede sultan, ulema ve
mesruiyet iliskisinin yer almasinin muhtemel gerekcelerine de deginilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Siyaset Diistincesi, Osmanli, Mesruiyet, Sultan, Ulema, Manastirli Terzizade
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Abstract: One of the main themes that the Ottoman ‘ulama’ focused on in their political thought was the legitimacy of the sultan
and his relationship with the scholars, who represented the legal-religious order. This paper analyzes the relationship between
legitimacy, authority, and law in early modern Ottoman political thought through Fada il al-Jihad, a treatise written by the judge of
Manastir, Terzizade Mahmad b. Ahmad (d. 1026/1617) in the early 17th century.

Inthe first part of the treatise, which primarily concerns the Islamic law of war, the author discusses the sultan’s virtues and respon-
sibilities, establishing the foundation of political authority's legitimacy by linking it to the fulfillment of these duties. As the sultan’s
primary responsibilities, he highlights the demonstration of just governance and the protection of Islamic lands against internal and
external threats, thereby emphasizing war as a politico-religious act. In this respect, the text shows continuity with similar treatises
written before it. Following this subject, the “ulama’ are discussed, and the necessity of treating them with reverence is justified
by their position vis-a-vis political authority.

It is evident that this position is, in fact, directly related to the legitimacy of the political authority, as the legal provisions for the
responsibilities that ensure legitimacy—such as justice and war—are determined and supervised by the ulema. Within this frame-
work, the author constructs the relationship between political authority, religious authority, and the legitimacy between them in the
context of maintaining just governance and adhering to the law of war.

Focusing on the sections of the treatise related to the sultan and the ulema, this paper limits its scope to the issue of political
authority’s legitimacy and the religious authority’s relationship with it, from the perspective of a provincial gadi in the early modern
Ottoman period. Furthermore, the paper will also address the probable reasons for including a discussion on the sultan, the ulema,
and legitimacy within a treatise on the Islamic law of war.

Keywords: Islamic Political Thought, Ottoman, Legitimacy, Sultan, ‘Ulama’, Terzizade of Manastir
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A Comparative Analysis of the Moral Foundations of Governance
through the Political Thought of Akhisari and Machiavelli

Omerfaruk Yildirim
Master’s Student, Ibn Haldun University, omerfaruk yildirim@ibnhaldun.edu.tr

Abstract: This study aims to question the moral foundations on which government can be based by comparing the views of Hasan
Kafi Akhisari and Niccolo Machiavelli, two political thinkers from different cultural and intellectual traditions. Both thinkers lived in
the early modern period and were interested in questions such as how to establish political authority, what the duty of the ruler was,
and how to ensure social order. However, their answers to these questions show significant differences in line with the geography
they lived in, the political environment they were in, and the intellectual traditions they belonged to. Hasan Kéfi Akhisari, who
served as a judge in the Balkan lands of the Ottoman Empire, based the basis of government on moral and religious values in his
work UsGli'-Hikem fi Nizami'-Alem. According to him, principles such as justice, competence, consultation (sira) and responsibility
are necessary for both the existence and legitimacy of the state. This perspective is based on the idea that political order cannot
be permanent without a moral order. On the other hand, Machiavell exhibits a different approach in his work The Prince. According
to him, a successful ruler is valuable as long as he can maintain his power. Being powerful and effective can often overcome moral
boundaries. This paper offers a comparative analysis of the political thought of Hasan Kafi Akhisari and Niccolo Machiavelli. It fo-
cuses on how each thinker approaches the moral foundations of governance by examining key concepts such as justice, legitimacy,
power, and responsibility. The aim is to understand and compare the two models of political leadership they represent, shaped by
their distinct historical and intellectual contexts.

Keywords: Akhisari, moral governance, Machiavelli, political expediency, legitimacy
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Osmanli Siyasi Nasihat Geleneginde Siireklilik ve Degisim:
Akhisari'nin Usili’l-Hikem'inden Budinli’nin Nizam-1 Devlet'ine

Continuity and Change in the Ottoman Political Advice Literature:
From Akhisari’s Usali'l-Hikem to Budinli's Nizam-1 Devlet

Prof. Dr. Ozgiir Kavak

Marmara University, Faculty of Theology, ozgur.kavak@marmara.edu.tr

Ozet: Osmanli siyasi nasihat geleneginin XVII. yizyil sonlarinda kaleme alinmis anonim bir eseri olan Nizdm- Deviet, Hasan Kafi
Akhisarinin (6. 1024/1615) Usilii'I-Hikem fi Nizami'l-Alem adli risalesiyle 6nemli bir benzerlik icermektedir. Bu tebligde her iki risale
karsilastirmali bir analize tabi tutulmaktadir. Eserin maellifi, 1686'daki Budin kusatmasinda bizzat bulunmus ve muhtemelen Tuna
Nehri'ni ylzerek kurtulmustur. Bu risaleyi Sultan Il. Anmed'e ithaf etmistir. MUellifin Arapca'ya, klasik siire ve 6zdeyislere vukufiyeti
ile ayet ve hadislerden istifade etmesi, onun ilmiye sinifina mensup oldugunu gostermektedir. Ayrica, askeri hayata dair detayli
gozlemleri, orduda veya garnizonlarda dini bir gorev icra etmis olabilecegine isaret etmektedir. Toplumsal ahlaki yozlasma elestirileri

ise, metnin Kadizadeliler hareketiyle potansiyel bir baglantisini distndirmektedir.

Nizam-1 Devlet, Akhisarinin yaklasik bir asir once yazdig Usilti-Hikem'in yeniden duzenlenmis, genisletilmis ve gincellenmis bir
versiyonu olarak degerlendirilebilir. Maellif, Osmanli'nin ugradigi maglubiyetlerin nedenlerini irdeleyerek, Bati karsisinda yeniden za-
fer elde etmenin yollarini arastirmaktadir. Bu baglamda, adalet, mesveret ve cihad gibi konularrislerken Akhisarinin metniyle birebir
ortisen pasajlara yer vermektedir. Bununla birlikte, Ravzii'-Ahydr gibi farkli kaynaklardan da yararlanarak metni zenginlestirmistir.

Nizam- Devlet'in Usali-Hikem'den ayrilan temel dzelligi, muhtemelen savas kosullarinda yazilmis olmasi nedeniyle sulh konusuna
deginmeyip, cihad vurgusunu strekli on planda tutmasidir. Ayrica, bes vakit namazin ozellikle askerler icin 6nemi, ilim ve ule-
manin konumu, okculugun tesviki gibi konular, miellifin 6zgin katkilarr arasinda yer almaktadir. Zuliim, emr bi'l-ma'rif ve nehy
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ani'l-manker gibi meselelerin ayri bolimler halinde ele alinmasi, risaleyi hem icerik hem de kapsam bakimindan Akhisarinin eserin-
den daha genis ve glincel kilmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Akhisari, Budinli, Islahat, Cihad, Sulh, Osmanli Siyaset Diistincesi

Abstract: This paper examines Nizam-1 Devlet, an anonymous late seventeenth-century Ottoman political advice treatise, in com-
parison with Hasan Kafi Akhisarf's (d. 1615) Ustli'l-Hikem fi Nizémi'l-Alem. The author of Nizdm- Deviet witnessed the fall of Buda
in 1686, likely escaping by swimming across the Danube, and dedicated the work to Sultan Ahmed I1. His mastery of Arabic, use of
classical poetry and aphorisms, and frequent references to Qurianic verses and Hadith indicate his belonging to the ilmiye class. His
detailed observations on military life suggest possible service in a religious capacity within the army, while his moral critiques hint
at links to the Kadizddeliler movement.

The treatise represents a revised, expanded, and updated version of Ustliil-Hikem, incorporating verbatim passages on justice,
consultation, and jihad, while also drawing on other works such as Ravzii'-Ahydr. Unlike Akhisari's treatise, it omits the theme
of peacelikely due to being written during wartime—and persistently emphasizes jihad. Unique contributions include stressing
the five daily prayers for soldiers, the status of scholars, and the promotion of archery. The separate treatment of injustice, amr
bi'l-ma'rif, and nahy @ni-munkar further broadens its scope, making it a significant example of continuity and adaptation in the
Ottoman political advice tradition.

Keywords: Akhisari, Budinli, Reform, Jihad, Peace, Ottoman Political Thought
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Every Page a Lament: The Voice of Abdiilvasi Efendi Between Success
and Disappointment

Sena Fidan Oztiirk
PhD Student, Istanbul Medeniyet University, senafidanozturk@gmail.com

Abstract: This study reexamines the life and intellectual trajectory of AbdUlvasi Efendi Dimetokavi (d. 945/1538-39), a six-
teenth-century Ottoman scholar who rose to the office of chief judge of Rumelia yet concluded his career in voluntary retreat to
Mecca. Living in the early 16th century, a period marked by institutional consolidation and bureaucratic expansion in the Ottoman
Empire, Abduilvasi Efendi appears to have been a successful member of the Ottoman ilmiyye hierarchy considering the positions he
attained. However, closer examination of the biographical dictionaries reveals two significant events that disrupted his professional
life, ultimately resulting in profound personal disappointment.

The first of these events was the execution of Molla Lutfi on charges of heresy. The members of Molla Lutfi's intellectual circle, later
known as the Asere-i Muhabbese, were forced to leave Ottoman lands. Abd(ilvasi Efendi, who was a member of the group, went to
Herat, one of the foremost Timurid centers of scholarship, where he continued his studies. When Sultan Selim | ascended the throne,
the earlier controversy surrounding Molla Litfi had largely been forgotten, enabling Abdulvasi to return to the Ottoman realm and
rebuild his professional career. His period of success, however, came to an end with the trial of Molla Kabiz, another scholar accused
and executed for heresy. Abdulvasi was considered to have shown insufficient competence in handling this case as a chief judge and
as a result the expected position of seyhiilislam was instead granted to Sadi Celebi.

Another source for this study is a short Arabic treatise is attributed to Abduilvasi Efendi. In this work, the author declares that his writ-
ing is an act of reproach and lament, recounting how he was compelled to leave his town because of moral decay and pervasive envy.
Throughout the treatise, he articulates his disillusionment with the faithlessness of friends in an elegant and expressive literary style. The
study adopts a multidisciplinary approach, integrating biographical, institutional, and affective histories, to illuminate the experiences of
Ottoman scholars in the early sixteenth century, as exemplified by the life and career of Abdiilvasi Efendi, a Balkan born scholar.

Keywords: Kazasker Abduilvasi Efendi, Dimetoka, Ottoman scholar-bureaucrat, scholarly mobility, political morality
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Political Thought in Nergisi’s Work Qanun al-Rasad

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Velida Mataradzija

Sarajevo University, Faculty of Philosophy, velida.mataradzija@ff.unsa.ba

Abstract: Muhammad Nergisi (1584-1635) was an Ottoman scholar of Bosnian origin. He was one of the best literates in the Otto-
man Empire in the first half of the 17. century. Beside beauty of expression his work Qanun al-rasad transmitted the message to
Ottoman authorities about an understanding of a ruler and a state in the oriental civilization. Qantn al-rasad is within Nergisi Hamse
that belongs to the Ottoman literary prose. It is a political treatise in the garment of literature. Qanun al-rasad is dedicated to the
Ottoman sultan Murad 1V (1623-1640). It describes role models and virtues sultan need to cherish. This work reminds sultan to the
obligations he has towards his subjects. We will try to find out roots of Qanun al-rasad that influenced the understanding of policy
and the role of sultan in the Ottoman Empire.

Keywords: Muhammad Nergisl, siyasatname, Qanin al-rasad, Ahlag-e saltanat, mirror for princes
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Liitfi Pasa'nin Asafnamesi: On Altinci Yiizyilda Osmanli'daki iktidar
Degisiminin Bir Tanikligi

Lutfi Pasha’s Asafname as a Testimony to the Ottoman Power Shift in the
Sixteenth Century

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zahit Atcil

Bodazici University, Department of History, zatcil@bogazici.edu.tr

Ozet: Arnavut hir devsirme olan ve kisa bir stire sadrazamlik yapan Litfi Pasa, emekliliginde tarih, fikih ve siyaset teorisi dahil olmak
(izere cesitli konularda eserler kaleme almistir. Asafndme, onun en ok istinsah edilen, okunan ve dolasima giren eseri olmustur. Ge-
lecekteki sadrazamlar icin bir kilavuz olarak yazilan eser, onlarin diisebilecekleri muhtemel hatalar konusunda uyarilarda bulunur ve
(istlenmeleri gereken ideal rolii nasil icra edecekleri konusunda tavsiveler verir. Modern literatirde Asafndme, ya Osmanli “gerileme-
si'nin erken bir tanikligi olarak ya da gorevini yeniden kazanma umuduyla hayal kirikligina ugramis eski bir sadrazamin sitemkar bir
eseri olarak yorumlanmistir. Bu makalede, her iki uc yaklasimin da gegerli olmadigini ileri siirecegim. Bunun yerine Asafndmenin, on
altincr ylzyil ortalarinda Osmanli imparatorlugu'nda iktidarin padisahtan sadrazama gecisinin bir kaniti olarak okunmas gerektigini
savunuyorum. Somut drnekler tzerinden LUtfi Pasanin siyasi otoriteyi nasil kavramsallastirdigini ve bu otoritenin merkezini nasil
sadrazam lehine yeniden tanimladigini gosterecegim.

Anahtar kelimeler: L{itfi Pasa, Asafname, Vezirlik, sadrazam
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Abstract: Lutfi Pasha, who was originally an Albanian devshirme and served briefly as grand vizier, composed works on various
subjects—including history, jurisprudence, and political theory—during his retirement. Asafname was his most widely copied, read,
and circulated work. Written as a guidebook for future grand viziers, it warns against potential mistakes they might make and
advises them on how to embody the ideal role. Modern scholarship has often interpreted Asafname either as an early testimony
to the Ottoman “decline” or as a remonstrance from a disappointed former grand vizier seeking to regain his position. This paper
argues that neither of these two extremes is tenable. Instead, Asafname should be read as evidence of a mid-sixteenth-century
power shift in the Ottoman Empire—from the sultan to the grand vizier. Brawing on specific examples, | will show how Lutfi Pasha
conceptualizes political authority and how he redefines its locus in favor of the grand vizier.

Keywords: Lutfi Pasha, Asafname, vizierate, grand vizier
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